observed throughout the length and breadth of England and Wales. Only two or three English counties still delay, on some pretext or other, to erect asylums; but as the Commissioners in Lunacy possess ample powers to compel the observance of the act, we feel assured that in a very few years every county in England will have provided a suitable asylum for the detention and treatment of its insane paupers.
We are aware that the act has, in some instances, been unwillingly obeyed; certain counties, chiefly the agricultural, intimidated by the excessive expense which almost invariably attends the erection of any large public building in this country, pleaded poverty and decreasing rates, and wished to defer the providing of a lunatic asylum to more prosperous times. Nevertheless, upon a little friendly persuasion or remonstrance, one county after another set to work to fulfil the requirements of the law, and when once engaged in the task, manifested no further reluctance. The result is a number of public lunatic asylums, which, in architectural design, solidity of construction, comfort, convex mence, and adaptation to the use for which they were constructed, certainly surpass those of any other country. We shall presently have occasion to criticise certain points in the arrangements of some of these buildings, but taking them one with another we are glad to speak highly of tliem, and we consider that nearly all the public asylums recently built confer very great credit on the counties which have erected them, and on the justices who superintended their construction. 
